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Welcome to Issue 23 of our e-bulletin - we hope you find it useful and informative.  

This is addressed to: 
· Local authorities - Chief Executives, Directors of Children’s Services and 14-19 leads. 
· All YPLA funded providers – Principals/Heads of Academies, colleges with 16-19 provision, sixth form colleges, independent specialist providers and independent providers.

Local authority Directors of Children’s Services are asked to please forward this e-bulletin to Heads of their maintained schools with sixth forms.

If you would like us to add recipients to this distribution list then please send their e-mail address to ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk.
Copies of all e-bulletins will be posted on the News section of our website. You can also sign up for alerts to new documents posted on the YPLA website by registering for our web alert service.  
All statutory guidance and legislation linked from this site continues to reflect the current legal position unless indicated otherwise, but may not reflect current Government policy.
Key headlines for strategic managers are as follows:
FOR INFORMATION OR ACTION:
Article 1 – Lead Arrangements for General Further Education Colleges and Sixth Form Colleges
Article 2 – Extranet (Information Management Portal) Launch
Article 3 – Academies:  Accounting for VAT
Article 4 – Capital Funding
Article 5 - Update on School Improvement Partner (SIP) service for Academies


 HYPERLINK  \l "A6" 

Article 6 - Transitional arrangements for Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)


 HYPERLINK  \l "A7" 

Article 7 - Learner Support Service helpline hours

Article 8 - Parliament and Public Affairs update



You can click on any of the above to go directly to the article. 
	Information for General Further Education Colleges and Sixth Form Colleges
Article 1 – Lead Arrangements for General Further Education Colleges and Sixth Form Colleges

	In response to the request in the Skills Strategy and Spending Review, the Skills Funding Agency and YPLA have been working together to develop lead arrangements for general further education colleges and sixth form colleges.  Under the new arrangements these colleges will deal with a single agency for funding agreement and performance management, audit and intervention.  

This will be the YPLA for sixth form colleges and the Skills Funding Agency for general further education colleges.  Colleagues across the two agencies have been working together to ensure the internal processes are in place to accommodate these arrangements. A single financial memorandum part 1 will be developed for colleges.  These arrangements are explained fully in a joint letter from Peter Lauener and Geoff Russell along with a briefing note.

	Back up

	Information for all Local Authorities and YPLA Funded Providers
Article 2 - Extranet (Information Management Portal) Launch

	We have previously advised that the YPLA Extranet was being developed to provide a secure and efficient means of sharing confidential and sensitive information with external partners and stakeholders.  From now on, the Extranet will be referred to as the Information Management Portal. 

The first use of the Information Management Portal will be to share the Qualification Success Rates (QSR) and Open Book documentation for school sixth forms and Academies.  These documents should be available on the Information Management Portal by the end of this week.  Whilst the Information Management Portal is the intended primary means by which the QSR and Open Book documents will be delivered, YPLA regional staff have planned alternative mechanisms should these be required.

To access the Information Management Portal users will need their own log-on details. By the end of this week users will receive the first of two emails advising them how to activate their log-on. The first email is entitled “Information Management Portal Introduction”. This will be followed in a couple of days by one entitled “Welcome to the Provider Gateway”.   FE colleges will receive an email later in May informing them about access.

It is strongly advised that in order to get the best use of the Information Management Portal, a recent version of an internet browser is used (e.g. Internet Explorer 8 [IE8]).  It can be accessed through older browsers, but you may experience some loss of functionality. 
Should you have any questions regarding the above, please contact your YPLA regional contact. 

Back up

	Information for Academies 

Article 3 - Academies: Accounting for VAT

	This guidance  covers how Academies should account for VAT during the financial year 2011-12 pending the passage of the Finance Bill 2011.
If you have a query about this, then please send an e-mail to our central mailbox (AcademiesFinancialMonitoring@ypla.gov.uk)

	Back up


	

	Information for Academies and Sixth Form Colleges
Article 4 – Capital Funding
The YPLA will make devolved formula capital payments to sixth form colleges in May and to Academies in June. This will be a single payment of the full allocation for the year 2011-12. The YPLA will issue letters of explanation, confirming the allocations.  

Additional capital funds are also available to Academies with urgent building condition needs and those eligible are being notified today of how they can apply to Partnerships for Schools for this funding.  Guidance and an application form are only available online at https://sharepoint.partnershipsforschools.org.uk/ACMF.  Academies will need their Unique Reference Number (URN) in order to apply and this can be located on the Edubase website if they are not already aware of it: http://www.edubase.gov.uk/home.xhtml.
Back up


	Information for Academies
Article 5 – Update on School Improvement Partner (SIP) service for Academies
New Lead Advisers
The DfE is currently seeking to procure Lead Advisers to work with Academies.  They will help to deliver the Government’s priorities to raise standards and improve outcomes for all children as outlined in the DfE’s White Paper ‘The Importance of Teaching’.  Academies currently in receipt of SIP services will not necessarily be allocated a Lead Adviser in 2011/12. 
Contracts with the new Lead Advisers will be managed by the DfE which will have its own systems in place for this and for allocating the new Lead Advisers to Academies from the 2011/12 academic year.

Summer term arrangements

The YPLA will cease to provide this service to Academies in the next academic year.  Existing contracts that SIPs have with the YPLA will end in the summer term.  SIPs have been advised to complete all remaining work with their Academies and to submit final SIP reports to the YPLA by mid-July.  

Your SIP will be in touch in the summer term as usual to agree with you how to complete their work.

Contact SIPReports@ypla.gov.uk
Back up


	Information for Local Authority 14-19 teams, Academies, FE Colleges and Sixth Form Colleges
Article 6 –  Transitional arrangements for Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA)
As announced in March, the Government will introduce a £180 million bursary scheme to help the most vulnerable 16-19 year olds continue in full-time education. There will also be additional transitional arrangements to help those who are part-way through their studies and are currently receiving EMA. 

The weekly payments made under the transitional support scheme will be administered by Capita, under the contract it holds with the YPLA.

The full announcement is available on the Latest News page of the YPLA website. 

The e-consultation is available at www.education.gov.uk/consultations
Back up


	Information for Local Authority 14-19 teams, Academies, FE Colleges and Sixth Form Colleges

Article 7 –  Learner Support Service helpline hours

	The Learner Support Service helpline gives information on Learner Support schemes (including Education Maintenance Allowance and Care to Learn). 

As of Tuesday 3rd May 2011 the opening hours for both the learner and provider helplines have changed to Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm. 

The helpline numbers will remain the same:

Learner line: 0800 121 8989
Provider line: 0845 600 7979
Back up

	Information for all Providers and Stakeholders

Article 8 – Parliament and Public Affairs update
We thought you might like to get some parliament and public affairs updates on what’s happening in the young people’s learning sector.
Back up


	If you no longer wish to receive this email, please notify us here



Please click here to see copies of the Skills Funding Agency’s Updates
 If you would like to give feedback on this e-bulletin, then e-mail us at ypla.bulletin@ypla.gov.uk
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